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Australians Glen Caulton and
Grant Schultz snatched the Fifth
International Flying' Fifteen World
Title with a display of brilliant sailing
in the final race of the series.
Sixtyone boats disputed the title in
light airs and coastal slop off Hong
Kong Island. A 23-strong British
contingent headed by sailmaker Phil
Morrison, U.K. National Champion
Steve  Birbeck, and former
international skippers Greg Wells
and Dick Skipworth provided a
strong challenge to lift the Uffa Fox
Trophy but it slipped between their
fingers.

Sailing conditions proved difficult
even for experienced crews, and also
confounded the local Hong Kong
entrants who complained of
unusually fickle breezes. For the first
five races, the expected 15 knot
easterly stayed away,
replaced by five to eight knot north
or north-westerly breezes off the land
frequently offering a 90 degree
differential on opposite sides of the
course. The Kiwis brought up on
steady breezes and flatter water were
slow learners.

"deveioped bétween Phil Morrison
(Nigel Appleton) U.K., Glen Caulton
(Grant - Schultz) Australia, and
former World Champion Peter Gale
(Mark Rimmington) Australia. Four
points separated each crew after
worst performances had been
dropped, none could afford a discard.
Morrison's upwind speed installed
him as narrow pre-race favourite.

The drama began at the gybe mark
when Morrison accelerated down the
face of a swell and (being inside the
two boat-length circle) swung wide
to avoid the leader's stern. Sailing
low on the second reach ahead of a
closely packed fleet is
disasterous. Morrison dropped to 7th
by the bottom mark and saw Caulton
draw level, and Gale slot into a
narrow lead. Gale failed to make the
most of the 25 degree easterly shift
on the second beat, and left a small
group including Caulton, Wells (UK),
Lockyer (HK), Dickson (UK) and
Morrison disputing the lead. A
second error by Morrison (when he
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After six races a three way contest

often .

Australlans take World Flymg Fn‘teen title

Action at the gybe mark.

seventh place to gain second overall,
and Gale ninth, to fill third spot
overall.

The winners used a
Shand/Windibank hull, Super Spar
mast with considerable pre-bend, and
moderate draft Gale
Rimmington sails. Gale's own rig, on
an Amos/Windibank hull, showed the
most pronounced pre-bend in the
fleet. Morrison (second) and Wells
{fourth) used rh: lztest Windibank
hulls, Proctor Epsilon masts and
(along with most of -the British
contingent) Morrison sails.

‘The New Zealand contingent
(which was well sponsored by Jebsen
Line, NZI and Canterbury Clothing)
disappointed; despite their apparently
efficient preparation and approach to
the contest, and the presence of some
experienced helmsmen. Auckland's
Alan Ballintine (23rd overall)
managed a third placing in race two

and

after choosing the correct side on th
first beat and sailing well enough t
stay with the six-strong bunc
which, as usual, broke away from th
rest of the fleet after the first gyb
mark. Canterbury's Marton Sinclai
(25th  overall) suffered simila
upwind speed problems in thes:
conditions, but nonetheless sailec
well and ‘managed ‘the patchy
breezes on the upwind legs bette;
than most. A disqualification in rac
six kept him out of the top 20.

The New iZealand ‘team was the

only one - not equipped witl
Windibank-type hulls. Dispite
Napier's Barry Finlayson having
won the second worlc

championships at Hayling Island ir
a borrowed Windibank boat, the
Kiwis have over the past five year:
persisted with hull development
which  over emphasises  the
importance of downwind speed.
Without doubt they more than held
their own at Hong Kong on the
reaches when the wind was ten knots
or over, but against the fine-entry
Windibank hulls (which prolong the
waterline forward and minimise keel
rocker) their upwind performance
looked inferior. Locally made masts
used by most New Zealand boats
looked stiff (the soft metal of our
masts does not respond well to pre-
bend), and sail shape and profile
suffered as a result. - Roger Craddock
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