The Racing

It was wild and windblown. West Aus-
tralians took five firsts, five seconds
and four third places in the seven.
races: even on the light days they
were showing the way round.

The sailing (particularly the planing)
was out of this world : sailors return-
ing to other climes have been heard
saying that the Swan River 20+ knots

is not so heavy a wind as their own

20+ knots, so there, and furthermore
the water is relatively flat - all of
which makes for super exciting sailing.

John Cassidy (who won the Fireball
Worlds in 1972) looked likely to win
the FF Worlds very easily for the
first half of the series - but a 9th
and a 33rd (including a penalty, of
which more anon) left things open
going into the last race. Graeme
Lillingston (Aussie Champion) was
breathing down John's neck, and quite

' a few others had chances. But to
start at the beginning:-

RACE 1
Home club boats filled the firmt four
places : beginning as they meant to
continue. Tony Wood made i't hiw race
by seizing the lead on the run, and
holding off a detcrmined Graeme Lilling-
ston. John Cassidy wam third, ahead of
1978 Aussie Champion, Geoff Nlack,

Then visitors got a bit of a look=-on,

with England's John Royce and New £

Zealand's Roger Craddock.,

RACE 2

Some races were scheduled for the lighter
morning winds (the heavy Lreege is the
sea breeze, which comes in with a bhang

at lunchtimes, regular us clockwork) -
but that morning the wind waw altogether
too light and shifty, so t he race got
under way in the sea wind 34 hours after
the advertised time. John Cassidy was
always near the front and took the winning
gun from Nils Blumann. Unlike John,
Graeme Lillington had not atarted too
well, and had to work his way past a
dozen or more hoats to he third. Ireland
Eddie Gilmore recorded the best non-wk
result thus far with a fourth, Roger
Craddock was there again (5th), and Gary
Cotterrell (wW.A.) sixth.
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RACE 3

Another stiff breeze, and John

Cassidy led most of the way round to
lead John Royce home by 1.5 seconds.
But now overseas boats seemed to be
coming to better terms with the Swan,
with New Zealand's Ken Chappell taking
third place, and Colin Smith of Hong
Kong fourth, ahead of Geoff Black and
Nils Blumann.

! RACE 4

A mere 5 knots of the gentle morning
land breeze wafted over the water.
You cannot however keep a good man
~ downi=

n Cassidy glided skilfully along to
third winning gun in a row.
came back to scond overall
8 second place, while Graeme

eek (16th). The Kiwis,

om we have. always been given
stand prefer a whole gale (not
£) showed they don't mind liht
6»lithlr, and there were three of
ladiators in the top six -

ry Finlayson 3rd, Roger Craddock
8th and Tony Dallimore 6th. Gary
Cotterell split them in 4th place.

There was then a lay day while morale
recovered, and people went on shark
ishing expeditions (or that is there
story) and so on. Coming back to the
fray they were greeted by a light

westerly:-

RACE 5

Graeme Lillington came right back into
the picture by winning a light weather
race which called for the utmost in
concentration; and it was John
Cassidy's turn to drop to his worst
finish of the week (9th).
Brits began to show up (in fact Pom
Power prevailed quite well from here

_on, although a bit late),

on dropped to his worst result

And now the

with Charles
Ingham and John Royce second and third.
The Kiwis were in the frame again with
Roger Craddock 4th and Tony Dalllimore
Sth. The WA record of always having
at least two boats in the top six: was
maintai ned when Tony Wood came home
ahead of NSW's Noel Davies, who was
scoring the best non-WA Aussie finish
of the week.

RACE 6

At last, ‘a visitor's turn! Chas
Ingham sailed splendidly home ahead of
Graeme Lillingston and John Cassidy

(who had been much concerned in covering
each other). Nils Blumann kept Eddie
Gi lmore, Colin Smith and John Royce
behind him to finish in fourth place.

The series looked all but sewn up, with
only Graeme having an outside ghance

of catching John, but when the latter
lost his third place on a p&s protest,
the whole picture changed; Grame

could win by finishing two places ahead
of John in the last race, and Tony Wood
John Royce, Chas Ingham, Nils Blumann
and Roger Craddock all had ghosts of a
chance.

b}

RACE 7
John Royce did his best, leadlng all

the vay, but John Cassidy was mever far
enough down the fleet to given anyone but

- Graem Lillingston a chance, and Grame w:

'taking gambles to try and gain places,
and losing distance in the process : in
the end he finished 10th to John's 5th.
WA were again to the fore, with Rob
Black, Gordon Lucas and Tony Wood 2nd,
3rd and 4th; and Ken Chappell keeping
the NZ flag flying in 6th place.

We will now give you a full record of
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results, explaining first that the "I'" flag was in operation : thus if you
acknowledged indiscretion by flying your "I flag you dropped 12 places, but
1f you didn't fly it and lost a protest later that was 30 places down the flee:

'1st, and winners of the UFFA FOX TROPHY

John Cassidy and Don Russell, w.A. (3,1,1,1,9,33,5), 30.7 pts aftér discard

2nd, and winnem of the TOM RATCLIFF TROPHY
Graeme Lillingston and Brian Thornley, W.A. (2,3,7,16,1,2,10), 40.7 pts

3rd, and winners of the WAFFA SALVER
and of the KELLETT ISLAND TROPHY (top imported boat)
John Royce and Mike Nokes, U.K. (5,8,2,12,3,7,1) 45.7 pts

4th Tony Wood and Mike McKenzie, W.A/ (1,7,8,2,6,9,4), 49.7 pts

‘5%h Charles Ingham and Phil Evans, U.K. (6,17,22,7,2,1,7), 63.7 pts
6th Nils Blumann and N. Paul, W.A. (9,2,6,15,8,4,24) 72.7 pts

Roger Craddock and T.Baker, N.Z. (7,5,9,5,4,12,11), 73 pts

Rob Black and G.Stafford, wW.A. (10,12,23,11,13,10,2) 89 pts

Ken Chappell and Frank Johnson, N.Z. (8,16,3,61,11,14,6) 90.4 pts
Colin Smith and J.Best, Hong Kong (20,15,4,9,29,6,9) 96.7 pts

Gordon Lucas and A.Lidgett, W.A. (15,11,15,19,12,11,3) 99.7 pts
Geoff Black and Ian Ritchie, W.A. (4,10,5,27,18,13,44) 110 pts
R.Verco ‘and D.Smallwood, W.A. (19,14,12,24,17,8,13) 119 pts * ,
Gary Cot terell and S.Gomme, W.A. (13,6,9,34,10,DNF,19) 126.7 pts
Eddie and Bobby Gilmore, U.K..(28,4;16,37,20,5,21) 127 pts

J.Holder and P.Martinson, W.A. (17,13,11,18,19,17,28) 131 pts

Barry Finlayson and K.Moore, N.Z. (16,18,34,3,27,20,15) 131.7 pts
Noel Davies and G.Cummings, N.S.W. (11,19,DNF,14,7,23,29) 139 pts

W. and H. Shand, Vic., (30,22,18,10,14,22,23) 145 pts

Dick Kernot and J.wilson (31,23,13,39,21,15,8) 147 pts

Tony Dallimore and K. Van Asch, N.Z. (24,9,51,6,5,19,DSQ) 148.7 pts
A.Moore and R.Trimbel, N.Z. (DNF, 21,14,32,24,18,18), kB3 pts
R.Pearce and T.Gaunt, W.A. (34,24,17,21,16,DNF,50), 178 pts

Peter and Ann McAuley, Vic. (34,37,19,8,25,29,34),185 pts

John Bukowski and J.Mazon, N.Z. (22,20,DNF,56,15,28,20) 197 pts
B.Keeley and B.Armstrong, Vic. (42,36,20,13,40,24,31) 200 pts
J.Harvey and G.Totterdell, W.A. (12,25,25,20,22,DNF,DQ) 201 pts
R.McGeorge and P.Busanich, W.A. (26,31,24,53,39,21,26) 203 pts
A.O0'Brien and R.Sebo, W.A. (32,29,41,50,26,35,27) 226 pts

T.Hobbs and J.Manser, W.A. (36,33,32,29,37,28,37) 231 pts

John McCann and Brian Evison, U.K. (42,46,53,22,31,26,28) 231 pts
B.Beard and I.Shand, Vic. (29,28,37,38,42,27,44) 237 pts

J.Kirk and R.Harrison, W.A. (DNF,35,DNF,28,23,31,24,) 238 pts
G.Hood and P.Jeffs,Vic. (41,26,26,58,48,33,30) 240 pts

J. and J. Hilton-Wood, Vic. (21,30,DSQ,59,47,25,25) 243 pts
J.Galvin and P.Newton, W.A. (25,32,35,42,57,DNF,17) 244 pts
L.Hoad and P.Dobson, Qld (35,34,38,35,DQ,36,45) 249 pts

J.Webber and D.Cawston, N.Z. 35,27,42,34,45,49,38) 257 pts

Andrew and Bobby Salmond, U.K. (53,45,41,17,34,43,48) 264 pts

Jim Rodgers and Paul Kerr, U.K. (38,42,RET,26,DSQ,32,36) 271 pts

P.Wilson and D.Black, N.Z. (44,38,46,30,51,39,41) 274 pts

L. and J. Bach, Vic. (DNF,39,40,40,46,34,39) 274 pts

Tom Ratcliff and Roy Windebank (40,DNF,27,41,40,30,DNF) 275 pts

Ivo Schwicker and M.Davison, Hong Kong (48,52,34,25,33,48,52) 276 pts
C.villa and D.Lowe, N.S.W. (27,61,30,51,44,DNF,33) 282 pts

GeoffGreenfield and Colin Fuller, U.K. (43,43,56,31,48,38,46) 285 pts

Ken Gotfried and John Hamilton, Hong Kong (49,DNF,31,DNF,30,41,42) 290 pts
W. and M. Hood, W.A. (33,DNF,38,23,43,DNF,DNF) 295 pts

B.west and I.Minto, N.S.W. (51,49,33,44,50,42,44) 298 pts

R.Boynton and A.Fairley, Vic. (37,DNF,36,55,55,44,40) 303 pts
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WORLDS RESULTS SUMMARY continued.......
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Ted McCourt and N.Murphy, Eire (54,53,48,45,61,45,22) 303 pts
Ro ger Swainston and C.Gordon, U.K. (46,50,39,46,41,54,56) 312 pts
M.Ferri and G.Kernot, W.A. (39,40,61,36 ,DNF,61,43) 316 pts
D.Walbourn and M.Joyce, U.K. (50,44,49,43,44,51,54) 317 pts

N.Peck and G.Butt, Vic. (DNF,48,DNF,47,38,40,49) 319 pts

J.Carr and B.Swinton, Vic.(47,DNF,45,52,47,49,47)323 pts

P.van Rugge and W.Causebrook, N.S.Ww. (DNF,47,47,48,54,46,51) 329 pts
T.Tinn and R.Facius, U.K. (52,55,52,57,53,52,35) 335 pts

P,Hayward and D.Bell, Honk Kong (45,54,43,54,52,53,53) 336 pts
A.Brooke and D.lLowe, Qld (60,51,50,49,56,47,55) 344 pts

- SUMMARY OF ENTRIES:- BOATS

West Australia 20 With the exception of the New Zealand
Queensland 2 boats, two from Hong Kong and two from
Victoria 10 _ the UK, boats were provided for
N.S.w. 4 overseas visitors by their hosts -

AUSTRALIA ........ 36 ; including the building of several
England 7 brand new ones - and ffI, as well as
N.Ireland the individual beneficiaries,-would
Scotland 1 like to say how very very much this

UK. ceviiiinnnnn. 11 was appreciated - and thank you.

EIRE' ............. .

NEW ZEALAND ......

HONG KONG ........




