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and lan Rainey shrug off oll the
controversy to win back-to-back
championships. Regardless of the
antics they did sail a good regatta,
pity it had to bare the grudges!

Some of the opinions expressed
in this edition of Fortissimo

are not necessarily the thoughts
of the Editor, but the opinions
of the writers of the submitted

Report page 4 material.



President's

Report

The State Titles..a comedy or a tragedy?
Both, I think.

Most of us would not have sailed in a
regatta that produced so many smiles and
so many frowns. It is a pity that such
fabulous sailing, particularly on Saturday
afternoon, is somewhat overshadowed by
the mix-ups and controversies over
results.

The good news items are many; 38 boats
sailed out for race one, the largest
Victorian fleet for years; six boats came
from Brighton with 10 young sailors and
their presence changed the dynamic of
the yard, and helped increase the Classic
fleet to 17 boats; 16 boats had crew
members under 25, several of whom
skippered and then the RAAF Roulettes
did low level acrobatics on the start line
Sunday morning.

How about the sailing, particularly race
two with 25 plus knots and reaches

Flying Fifteen afficionadoes dream about?
It's certainly the fastest I have been in a
Fifteen, without a kite up! Pity the
photographer was seconded to help as a
crash boat and didn’t capture the
moments we enjoyed.

The bad news items, apart from the
fleet’s lemming-like effort in race one,
are inevitably causing debate; mistakes
made by race management in race four
led to protests and requests for redress
that subsequently failed, and further
requests for redress, one of which was
granted by the Protest Committee on 24
March. This decision stands, and the

results as announced at the Dinner stand,
with the Rainey brothers victorious again,
and Brian Carroll / Dale Collings taking
second. All the details are in the regatta
report. It is really unfortunate that this
process went for so long, and even
occurred in the first place, a view I know
the Mornington Yacht Club flag officers -
share with us.

I'm confident most who sailed will focus
on the good news, the enjoyment of
sailing their Fifteen to the limit and the
camaraderie the class is famous for. Let's
aim for over 40 boats next year at
Paynesville.

PS: at the AGM the existing Committee
was re-elected (thank you), with the
addition of Richard Heath as a member
‘without portfolio’; we look forward to his
contributions, and another year of
enthusiastic growth..

Doug Bell
Lean & Mean 3442

Condolences

Our condolences go to Warwick and
Rachael Kinscher and family, for the
recent loss of Ruth. As members of the
Flying Fifteen Association — Victoria we
wish you comfort during these sad times.



‘flying fifteen fiasco’

The Flying fifteen State Championships
from a Classic perspective. ..

Momington Yacht club conducted this
event over the Labour Day long weekend
in March. Thirty-eight boats in total, 17 of
which were Classics either cut or uncut

It was excellent to see a new influx of
Classics at Royal Brighton under the
guidance of Paul Woodman, they now
have six boats mainly sailed by graduates
from the open cadets, and arrived as
‘Team Brighton’ for these titles.

The event was (as we were instructed at
briefing) under rules “you will find it in
your ISAF rule book, or the sailing
instructions”, so I don’t need to explain
them (or words to that effect).

Race One 8-10 knots

All boats finished equal last as not one
boat finished the proper course. This was
due to the leading boats who incorrectly
assumed that a changed buoy position at
100 metres shorter than the original
position was correctly signaled at the
bottom mark. With the Committee boat
sitting off the original mark it appeared a
good finish line distance, with no
appropriate flags indicating on-station for
a finish, constituted the end of the race.

Race Two 20-25 knots

These conditions bought into play the
short-bay chop, which many unwary
Flying Fifteen skipper quickly learn

about, especially if they venture out
without a chute cover. Those that became
aware of this were Paul Cannon and Leo
DiCecco in Windswept (renamed as a new
Cannon class submarine).

Lisa Deppeler managed to hole Keryn
Reynolds’ Lock and Load in a bid to gain
an advantage. Captain Cannon and his
sidekick Leo were spotted with the boom
at water level near the top mark on the
second beat. Shotty (alias Captain
Cannon of the Collins Class), with the
bailing bucket on his head, demonstrated
it's obvious usefulness. In The Pink’s
Amanda Miller and Maddy Deppeler,
decided to go home before they were
completely filled with water, but not early
enough. Town Bike, Shayne and John
Lindsey finished fifth commendably with
a hole in the stern, due to an altercation
during the race. Miss Molly, Gary Miller
and Matt Armstrong finished second
behind Euffamism Les Kearney and
Andrew Harman. Paul Woodman and Nick
De Boer in ffrenesi were a close third with
Lock and Load fourth.

Only seven of the classics finished the
race and four of the Mark 3s scored a
DNF.

Would you go messing about with a Federal Police
Agent? Lisa you are very brave or was it Pat’s influx
of new knowledge!!!



Race 3 Sunday Moming light winds

Alan Carson and Tim Dean in Relience VI
showed the way, followed by Euffamism
(two seconds behind) who made good
ground on Relience VI all the way up the
last leg, they were followed by ffrenesi
and Peter James and Mick Monk in
Fiasco, fourth. Nine minutes separated
first and last place in the Classic fleet.

Race 4 Sunday afternoon 5-12 knots

Another change of buoy location led to yet
unfinished consternation regarding
sportsmanship, retirements, protests,
redress hearings, bar chat, calls to
Yachting Victoria and others considered
of revered knowledge of things, and the
ISAF rule book. It came about, I believe,
because there was NO port or starboard
flag on the committee boat for that race
(and in fact for any of the races!!) This
buoy location change was signaled on the
weather mark with a ‘green’ flag!

The six lead boats determined this meant
the next buoy was to be passed to
starboard — all of the racing so far were
port roundings — only because that was
the way the course was set and it was less
hazardous to round these marks against
the normal traffic flow. Rounding to
starboard meant risk giving way to boats
sailing the ‘less hazardous’ direction at
the marks. The sailing instructions only
indicated that the course was
5,1,2,3,13,1,2,3,12F Results in the
Classics were Relience VI by two minutes
to Euffamism, Miss Molly third with
Fiasco fourth .

A congested start line during the first heat of the 2004 State Championships. Thank you to Peter Barker from
Skypics for the images of the championships...pity he did not brave the rubber duck for the second heat!!!



Positions after race four were

Relience VI, 6 points, Euffamism 5,

Miss Molly 14, ffrenesi 14, Town Bike 22,
Black Pearl 25, Windswept 31 and

In the Pink 41 and so on.

Race 5 Late Sunday 10-15 knots

Miss Molly got a good start and led all the
way, Relience VI and Euffamism were
cross tacking most of the way up the first
work. Town Bike worked their way in front
of Relience VI at the first mark and then
learnt a valuable lesson in protecting
their wind on the reaches (Shane will not
forget!). Euffamism then put a loose
cover on Relience VI to ensure they did
not get any breezes that would favour
their position and get in front of
Euffamism. In the meantime, Miss Molly
was closely guarding their advantage over
Euffamism, thus ensuring they got the
gun in that heat. Euffamism second,
Polka Dot third and Relience VI fourth

Overall scratch results Euffamism first,
Relience VI second, Miss Molly third,
ffrenesi fourth. Handicap results were the
same first three place getters with Town
Bike finishing fourth

All results are available on the
Mornington Yacht Club website.

Interesting to note that only 15 minutes
was the largest margin between first
and last in the Classic fleet, which will
get closer as the experience in this fleet
continues to grow.

Monday Morning saw a flurry of
retirements, following a flurry of
protests on the Sunday evening after
racing results were posted.

The presentation ceremony went ahead
as initial protests were thrown out and
the results as posted, stood.

At the time of writing, all protests and
redresses have been resolved apart from
the usual fallout that ensues after
protests, counter protests and redresses.

It seems that the lack of a course flag
at the start indicates that a boat may
pass any buoy to the side of their
choosing regardless of any logical,
easiest passing side.

Lima Echo Sierra

Les Kearney and Andrew Harman on Euffamism, winners of the 2004 State Championships in the Classic
division. Les | don’t seem to see that ‘fat ...’ over the side. It looks like Andrew was doing all the hiking,
unless you had already ticked the box for that day?
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