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Marine Chandlery

FULL RANGE OF YACHT FITTINGS
SAIL REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS
RIGGING, SPARS AND WELDING
CLOTHING AND WET WEATHER GEAR
ROPES AND SPLICING
PAINTS, POLISHES AND RESINS
BOAT MAINTENANCE

WA AGENTS FOR
HOBIE CATS, QUANTUM SAILS
BUILDERS OF FLYING FIFTEENS

Flying Fiteens are our specialty
Contact Grant Alderson or Peter Mudford to discuss your new boat
or how we can help upgrade and tune your current boat.

We have also developed racing sails in conjunction with
Paul Eldrid from Quantum Sails.
For current price lists and information details, please contact us now.

23 CARRINGTOM STREET NEDLANDS Wa 6009
TELEPHONE 08 9386 3094 « FACSIMILE 08 9386 3552
EMAIL sailpower@sailpower.com.au
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Glenn Porter and Ed Repsevicius receiv-
ing the Coweslip Trophy on presentation
night at Tin Can Bay, Queensland.
Congratulations to the
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Flying Fifteen Championships.
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Reagan Burdon-Bear and Les Kearney
Classic Champions collecting one of
their trophies and their boat Euffamism.
The leading fleet under kite at the
Australian Championships. Anne and
Clive Arnold and their boat winner of
Silver division. Tin Can Bay Yacht Club
Commodore and a storm brewing over
Tin Can Bay and the National champions
on the breeze in Tin Can Bay.

Special thanks to Clare Porter for the
terrific photos taken during the National
Championships in Tin Can Bay...| guess

| cannot be out there competing and tak-
ing photos!!! All text is boring, so if any-
one has any pics they would be greatly
considered, if room permits.



president‘s preamble

We find ourselves once again well and
truly at the end of the summer sailing
season hoping that opening day will soon
be here. Rest assured the FFI-A committee
members remain hard at work preparing
for another enjoyable season.

Our measurers and technical committee
are to be commended for the time and
dedication they have shown in compiling
and presenting this year's rule change
ballot. It is a carefully considered set of
proposals that balance the desire to
progress and improve our class with the
need to maintain a degree of stability which
will prevent competitive boats becoming
prematurely outdated. Well done gents!
We are maintaining our vision of a truly
international class that will appeal to both
young and old.

Australia has taken on a leading role in
the Flying Fifteen organisation. Our mem-
bers are at the head of Flying Fifteen
International, filling their positions in a very
prominent fashion. Both Nils Blumann
and Ray Sebo recently attended the inau-
gural European Championships in
Majorca, Spain which was a great suc-
cess. The next championships will be
hosted by a UK club (to be confirmed) in
2006. Hopefully more of our members
will be able to take part in these fun
events that provide additional opportuni-
ties to sail in the big fleets.

Nils and Grant Alderson attended the New
Zealand Nationals, which were held in the
same venue that the forthcoming World
Championships are scheduled. Grant
achieved a third place in a brand new
Sailpower boat. Their feedback regarding
the venue and organising committee gives

the impression that the Kiwis will stage
an excellent event. | am excited about
the prospect of sailing in Auckland as
many of you may be. If you are considering
the trip, please make your intentions
known to either Glenn Porter or myself.
We wish to arrange the shipping of boats
to suit as many competitors as possible,
not an easy task when qualifying in
Adelaide is just two months prior.

South Australia are hosting their first
National Championships and will have to
be a well organised group to maintain the
high standards set by Tin Can Bay in
03/04. If you are wondering what to do in
the weeks following the New Year, why
not make your way down to Adelaide
Sailing Club for some keen racing and
friendly social interaction. It is certainly
going to be a hotly contested series,
those hopeful of qualifying for NZ should
have their boats up to speed and as normal
will be willing to pass on their knowledge
to those looking for that bit of extra pace.

After missing most of last season | am
looking forward to a fantastic 2004 / 05. |
plan to spend the winter trying to determine
the optimum crew weight and now have
the ideal opportunity. My 11-year old son
Matthew, weighing a massive? 36kg has
shown a staggering determination to get
Dad on the race course and will be my
crew for the Batavia Regatta at Geraldton.
My crew for Adelaide and Worlds (if |
qualify) will be around 90kg while Janet is
somewhere between the two. The mast
and spreader settings are going to be
wide ranging. | will keep you posted.

Nick Jerwood
Spot The Difference 3743



This being my first National Newsletter
and writer for Victoria...l will endeavour
to provide the same quality newsletters
as my predecessors, Barnacle in
Canberra and recently Victoria Brown in
Esperance. Thank you Victoria for a job
well done...at times it seems to be an
arduous and thankless task, but with one
or two comments of gratification from a
member or two for each edition it makes
it all worthwhile!

Just to introduce myself briefly for the
newcomers...| have been actively
involved with Flying Fifteens, only a con-
siderable short time compared to others.
Five years ago my husband,

Brian Carroll and | purchased a derelict
boat from Bendigo Yacht Club in country
Victoria where the lake was drying up.
Brian and | spent the winter doing a
refurb on the old boat Supertoy 2761,
and during that time was roped into
being part of the FFI-V Committee
under the direction of Peter Taylor.

Peter has since retired from Fifteens,
which is a pity as he was an asset to the
class and extremely passionate with his
Flying Fifteen. He was energetic in pro-
moting the class, not only on club level,
but also through the state, and even
nationally.

Initially my role was FFI-V Treasurer, but
this grew into a dual role of Secretary
also! These first two years were terrific,
we had a fantastic, supportive committee
for the growth of Fifteens in Victoria,
however Peter and | had completed our
two years in office and no-one would to
take over!

Fot the next few years, under the assis-
tance of Mark Rimington, we continued
with an Office of Management for
Victoria, just to keep the association
afloat. During this time | also took on the
role of Victorian Newsletter Editor due to
the retirement of Bruce O’Connor...this
was not a daunting task as | have been in
graphic design for over 25 years and the
process of design and print is exciting.
After producing, what Victoria believes to
be a superior quality newsletter, Fortissimo
has grown from strength to strength in
the three years | have been involved. |
guess that leads to why | was approached
for the National Newsletter on Victoria’s
retirement? Appointed the position at the
AGM, my task has commenced!!!

| will endeavour to produce a newsletter
worthy of receiving and reading, however
that will also depend on YOU, the mem-
bers! | can only do so much, so | ask all
states to provide material along with pics
so we have something interesting and the
rest is up to me!

My timings will become apparent as we
get into the rhythm of the regularity of
this newsletter but we aim to produce
something bi-yearly...winter and summer.
These deadlines will be real, as there is
time required to edit copy, produce art-
work, print, despatch interstate and then
intrastate, so we wish to have up-to-date
material, as ‘old news, is old hat’.

If there are any ideas anyone wishes to
convey then please do so by either email
or telephone on the contact details on
page one.

Lyn Wallace
Supertoy Plays 3761



general reports...

Fifteen reasons to fly —
Flying Fifteen National
Championships

A growing resurgence of interest in the
class saw a thirty-one boat fleet compete
at the recent 42nd Flying Fifteen National
Championships at Tin Can Bay in
Queensland. The class has been experi-
encing somewhat of a revival in recent
years as increasing numbers of sailors re-
discover the delights of

one-design sailing in this fast, two per-
son, planing keel boat.

Tin Can Bay, a small fishing village, at the
gateway to world-heritage listed Fraser
Island on the Great Sandy Straits and
noted as the starting point for the Bay to
Bay sailing classic, was host to this years
event.

"With a population of only 2,500 people,
holding the championships at Tin Can
Bay was always going to be a community
event" said Tin Can Bay Yacht Club
Commodore Mike Harrison. "We were
extremely grateful to the many local busi-
nesses and volunteers who helped make
the week of sailing a very successful
event". The abundant community spirit of
Tin Can Bay was a key ingredient in the
regatta especially the army of volunteers
that helped behind the scenes, at the
launching

ramp and on the course.

The event took on an international flavour
with competitors shipping boats from
England as wel! as from the national
fleets in Victoria, Western Australia, ACT,
South Australia and Queensiand to com-
pete for the prestigious Coweslip Trophy.
This perpetual trophy was donated by
HRH the Duke of Edinburgh for the first
Australian Flying Fifteen Championships
in 1963. Indeed, Prince Philip was an
active flying fifteen sailor, regularly sailing
with the boat’s designer Uffa Fox, and
remains Patron of the class.

In recent years Western Australian
boats have dominated the champi-
onships...the trend continued

this year with Glenn Porter and Edmond
Repsevicius on board Escalator from
Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club in
Perth taking out the event, winning
three out of the nine races.

The racing

Tin Can Bay offered some special chal-
lenges for the regatta organisers. Strong
tidal flows and notorious sand bars in the
Tin Can Bay inlet made course setting
and sailing testing at times. "We timed
the regatta to coincide with the neap
tides and set each day'’s racing to com-
mence two hours before the high tide
giving us the maximum amount of water
and minimum tidal run for the two races
scheduled each day" said Regatta
Organiser and Queensland Flying Fifteen
President Ken Bubb. "It made for great
racing, said Ken and some very adven-
turous tacking as crews pushed their luck
to the limits sailing in the shallows across
the sandbars to avoid the tidal stream".









Classics and oldies
















































by 1 September 2004

Dear Editor



FFI-ACT

President
Secretary and Treasurer
FFI-NSW FFI-South Australia
Contact President
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